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Wedding Policy
A service of Christian marriage is more than a social convention. It is an ordinance of the church and a witness to the world of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The session of First Presbyterian Church has adopted this policy in order:

· to enable couples married at First Presbyterian Church to understand the nature of their Christian commitment;

· to insure that the facilities of the church are used in keeping with the Directory for Worship of the Book of Order;

· to bear a faithful witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Ordinarily the pastor of First Presbyterian Church will have the privilege of performing weddings in its sanctuary.  Others may be invited to participate as leaders in the service at the discretion of the pastor.  If a couple who are not members of First Presbyterian Church wish to invite another minister to officiate, the visiting minister shall be provided a copy of this policy, and his or her signature on the attached agreement form shall be obtained.  No wedding is officially scheduled without an agreement form that has been signed by both the couple and the officiating minister.

A. Who may be considered for marriage at First Presbyterian Church?

Because marriage is an act of Christian discipleship, both members of the couple seeking marriage should be professing Christians, or at least one member must be a professing Christian. 
B. Pre-Marital Counseling

The purpose of marriage counseling is to enlighten the couple to the resources of the faith and the Christian community to assist them in fulfilling their marriage commitments.
The pre-marital counseling process may begin as early as one year, but no later than four months prior to a proposed marriage date.

In certain cases, when the pastor is not convinced of a couple’s commitment, responsibility, maturity, or Christian understanding, s/he may decide not to conduct the ceremony.
C. The Wedding: A Service of Worship

Christian marriage should be celebrated in the place where the community gathers for worship. As a service of Christian worship, the marriage service is under the direction of the pastor. With the approval of the Session, the Lord’s Supper may be celebrated during the marriage service, and the invitation to the Table will be given to all baptized Christians.

D. Order of Service

As a service of Christian worship, the marriage service is under the direction of the minister and the supervision of the session.  As ceremony officiate, the minister has final approval of the order of service, which shall focus upon marriage as a gift of God and as an expression of the Christian life.

E. Music

Music used in the service should direct attention to God, and express the faith of the church.  Special care should be taken to assure that it is suitable and reverent. All music must be approved by the pastor or the organist of First Presbyterian Church.

F.  Musicians

Like the pastor, the organist of First Presbyterian Church has the privilege and responsibility of leading worship at weddings, and shall ordinarily play for all weddings. Another organist or other musicians may be invited to take part in weddings at the discretion of the organist of First Presbyterian Church. Instrumentalists and vocal soloists shall be under the direction of the organist of First Presbyterian Church.

G. Symbols and Decorations

The communion table and baptismal font are symbols of faith and may not be moved from the view of the congregation or obscured by flowers, candles, or other decorations. The placement of such decorations must be approved by the pastor.

Decoration of the sanctuary will be at the expense of the wedding party. The sanctuary is designed so that a minimum of flowers and greenery is needed. Flowers may be placed on the communion table. The bride and groom may choose to have flowers remain in the sanctuary for worship on Sunday as a way of sharing the event with the congregation, and should discuss this with the pastor.

Free-standing candelabra are available for use.  Candles must be provided by the wedding party.  Only dripless tube type candles will be permitted.  The Property Committee must be consulted to ensure the candles fit securely and will burn evenly.  Aisle cloths are acceptable but not necessary.

No tape, tacks, nails, pins, screws, or any other objects shall be affixed to walls, floors, pews, or other furnishings. Pew markers may be tied with ribbons or secured with rubber bands or pipe cleaners only.

Because of the safety hazard they pose, no rice or bird seed may be thrown in the buildings or on the sidewalks.

H. Photographs and Video Recording

Flash photographs may be taken in the sanctuary before or after the service by arrangement with the pastor. Photographs during the ceremony are at the discretion of the pastor.

Videotaping is permitted in consultation with the pastor.
I. Rehearsals

Rehearsals are ordinarily scheduled the evening before the wedding and will be placed on the church calendar at the time the wedding is scheduled on the calendar.

J. Intoxicants

No one, including the bride and groom, under the influence of alcohol or any other intoxicants shall be allowed to take part in the rehearsal or the marriage service. Under such circumstances the minister has the prerogative of canceling both rehearsal and ceremony.

K. Custodial Service

The church custodian shall be employed to clean up the sanctuary and/or fellowship hall before and after all weddings. The custodian’s fees are specified in the Summary of Fees and Honoraria at the back of this pamphlet, and this fee should be given to the pastor for disbursement.  

The custodian has responsibility for the following:

· Cleaning of floors and restrooms

· Vacuuming of carpets

· Placement of trash at outside pick-up point

· Wiping down all tables

The couple has responsibility for the following:

· Clean up and placement of all trash in large garbage bag(s)

· Removal of all sanctuary and fellowship hall decorations

· Clean up of kitchen

L. Use of the Sanctuary

Wedding parties will be responsible for restoring the sanctuary to the original condition. All properties of florists, caterers, or other persons employed to assist with the wedding must be removed after the wedding.

NOTE:  Because the sanctuary does not have running water or toilet facilities, the parlor and restrooms in the fellowship hall will be made available at no additional expense, even if the reception will not be held there.
M. Use of the Fellowship Hall

Receptions in the fellowship hall are ordinarily planned for up to four hours, including hours needed for preparation. If additional time is requested, the fee of $50 per hour will be charged.

P. Intoxicants
The service of alcoholic beverages will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.
Q. Other General Rules

In accordance with state law, smoking is not permitted in the building.
With the exception of service animals, no animals are allowed on the premises, except with the express consent of First Presbyterian Church. 

Any damages incurred during the event will be the responsibility of the user.
Summary of Fees and Honoraria

Sanctuary (Rehearsal and Wedding)



$300
4 hour maximum









$50
each additional hour








          (payable to First Presbyterian Church)

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall (Rehearsal, 


$500
6 hour maximum


Wedding, and Reception)



$50
each additional hour








          (payable to First Presbyterian Church)

Fellowship Hall (Reception)




$250
4 hour maximum









$50
each additional hour








          (payable to First Presbyterian Church)

Pastor
(Includes counseling




$150
(payable to the pastor)

Church Organist





$250
(payable to the organist) 

Custodian (Sanctuary)





$75
(payable to the custodian)

Rental hours include set up, decorating, and clean up.

Fees for the use of the sanctuary and/or fellowship hall must be paid to First Presbyterian Church no later than one week prior to the event date.  Payments to the above persons should be made separately to each individual.  Please place the payments in separate envelopes for the church, pastor, organist and custodian.  These are to be given to the church’s point of contact for distribution.
